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BRIEF (FOR REPORTS OF MORE THAN PAGE, ENTER CAREFUL SUMMARY) 
LEBEDGY fellowers ask the diamissal of the Consultative Comittee, and encourage 
relocation in Costa Rica. Radical sons of Freedom and Consultative Comittee officials 
Giseuss enigration to Central smerica, G. C, ANDREW, vice~chairnan of the Consultative 
Comittee, urges better understanding of Doukhobor mentality and arraignment of the 
oriminals, 


Bnels (1) Wewspaper clipping (copy), The Vancouver Province, 2 May 1953. . 
Reports - | | 

le ‘Indications of a struggle within the ranks of the Doukhobors in the Keetenay country 
of British Columbia for leederahip is informant's latest report, which states that « 
group of Sons of Freedom has asked the B, C, government to diemiss the provincial 
Doukhobox Consultative Coamittee which has been trying to sclve the problems of this 
troublesome sect, The move came as John LEBEDOPF, ousted leader of the Sons, renewed 
his attempts to plek up the reins of Freedomite leadership, | | 


2 At a mesting in Krestova, 100 Lebedoff followers drafted a reaclution te be fore 
warded to the B. ¢. government. It reads . 


"Yvon this date (17 Nay 1953) we do not wish the Consultative Comnittes to | 
have a? part in the solution of the Doukhchor problem; therefore we wish it 


IEBEDOY denounced the Committees in a lengthy specch to the meeting, He said it had 
dene nothing for the Sons of Freedom and was a eestly burden upon the taxpayers, 


‘3 IRBEDGET's followers were circulating a petition stating that they wished to leave 
Ganada and settle in Costa Rica, The petition said government help wuld be needed 
“but onr own resources will be used as far as possible". It suggested that delegations 
be sent to Costa Rice, If the lant is unsuitable, other countries would be approached 
to admit the sons, LEBEDORF advertised in the Kootenay newspapers that he was "taking 
the task to aclvs the Doukhober problen". 
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4. At a secend meeting, folowing LEBEDOFF! 5 the Krestova youth group of the reformed 
Sona of Freedom, declared ite allegiance to 8 SCROKIN, who ie still in Uruguay 
trying to secure new lands for his followers, 


5» Meunmhile, residents of the Deukhobor country, who have been conducting nightly 
patrols to prevent new Doukhober violence, have increased their nusber and have threat 
ened to take the lew inte their om hands showld any Deukhobor be found in the act of 
committing arson or other destruction, The RCHP has also contimed its nightly vigil 
in Doukhobor districts, and while they have so far been unable to discover which of 
the Doukhobors have been guilty of regent outrages, they intend to see that no further 
violations of the Law are committed, 


6, Ina Seattle Times news dispatch fron Appledale, B.0,, an article stated: 


"A poll of Doukhobors, in the tensiem=filled Slocan Valley in British 
Columbia's Kootenay country, disclosed yesterdsy (19 May 1953) that 100 percent 
were in favor of migrating to Central America, 


_ "The disclosure came from Doukhobors at the first meeting of its kind between 
maibers of the Radical Sons of Freedom sact and non-Doukhobor Consultative 
Committee offiotals, 


"stefan §, SOROKIN, the Doukhobor spiritual leader, wae reported to have 
obtained ample land for the migration plan," 


Doukhebors, asicing that the public try to understand the Doukhebor mentality and thet 
4% is necessary to concentrate on catehing some criminals who ave trying to promote 
iaw-brealing, violence and discord, He also thanks the press far the general caution 
with which stories involving Doukhobors are treated. oa — 


8. Shartly after the Professor's letter was published, a news item in the Seattle Times 
of 23 May indicated the followings ve 


Medeety BC, Torchethrowing arsaists early today burned seven homes and 
ied in attempts on two others in the Kootenay district Doukhobor villages. 


"The hanes burned a1] belonged to the radical Sons of Freedea Doukhobors and 
were in the villages of Krestow. and nearby Goose Crack, The fires came following 
the Friday warning fron Premier W de C. Bennett that the fooling around! is over 
for the Doukhoborsa, ‘The fires followed exactly the same pattern as the burnings 
pri By vis eganer and Appledale last menth, when 13 houses were destroyed’, a police 
8 ry 


"Fire is @ Doukhobor fom of protest, end it is not uncommon for the tsons? 
to put the terch to their om hanes." ; 


‘ 
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ORIGINATING AGENT'S COMMENT: 4s previous intimated by informant, John LEBEDCFF has 

ss tie 2 ms Mend wiking headway in bie abtecte to seine were co 
the Deukhebors while Stefin SCROKIN is absent. He is a 
bad influence ani his latest gesture will undoubtedly 
inflame the violent Sons of Freedan who have fallen 
away fron SCROKIN, It will not be surprising to see. 
settee Tenove LEBEDOFF from the seme of these 

dent 3. 


Jy T, Holmes 
Special Agent 
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PREPARING CFFICER'S COMMENT: 

The recent Sons of Freedaa arsonist wt a ae 
comrved in response to a program outlined on 22 May by At pipes Faig-cag Bonner to 
sustiee Minister Garson. ‘The program was Premter nears newly drafted Sepeint 
prepesal which recamends: 


i» The establishment. of a Doukhobor commission as outlined in the Legislature to 
deal with Doukhober rehabilitation, - 


2, Resale of Orthadex and Independent Doukhober lands now being held by the 
- Previneial government, 


3+ Recognition of Doukhobor , and extension of the franchise of Deukhobe 
wrier new legislation at the session of the Legislature, 


4e Obedience to laws regarding registration of vital statiction, 
5 Cangellation of drivera! Lesnses of lanebroalcing Doukhohors. 
6, Raquived school attendance of schooleage ohildren, beginning with the fall tern, 


1s Request federal reimbursement for rextraordinary expenditures" in dealing with 
_ the Doukhebar problems, 


8, Prosecution of Dosukhobors for non-compliance with the law 


On Sunday, 24 May, a meeting of 250 Freedaxites occurred at Krestova, B. C., at which 
time the group voted to oust the 3§men Executive Camittee ef Reformed ors, 
which was left in charge of Freedamite affairs by Steffan SOROKIN when he went to 
Gruguay last November, Sig dae dig Ab haa no further dealings with the 


sire paged Comnittes on Deukhobor affairs, Lebedeff was present at the Krestova 
meeting, but ip saree pa exhibited ne active cipation, Anton KCLESNIKGFY cane 
to the meting and for the non-rej on of the Consultative Camaittee, but 
te no apparent a 


Lebedert 3a Clearly responsible fac the whole achene to throw off the leadership of 
the Executive Camittes, representing Serckin, and for the promotion of of meemacihanrenns 
to the Consultative Caunittes, me 


John LEBEDOFY has succeeded in winning control to an avident degree. The provincial 
end federal db poate face a stme wall against Lebedoff leadership, Legislation | 
and @ proposals for the settlement of Freedonite problems have 
been denonetratively rejected by the Lebedoff Freedanite followers, It is more than 
apparent that the desires of the group, under the Lebedoff influence, are to remain 
a constant enigaay distinct, and mmabsorbed into the status of lamabiding Canadian 
citizens, with accorded privileges. 


ith cekikac so Wa Pouckaniven oe, ween han eee sccenta ke te Ale dy tetas. 


adlution for the Canadian governmert. The unpredictable table radical Sone of Freedas 
previously protested the Byes to migrate to Costa Rica, but recently, under Lebedoffts 
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moouragement, favor the move, The Reformed Sons of Freedom have been. working hard to 

encourage eri gration to Central America, Cooperative action for the relocation is 
scheduled to be dlecussed in Victoria, B.C, on 15 Jume by representatives of the 
provincial andi federal goverments, 


Re 8. Fahie 
CAPT, USE . 
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“Excerpt fran "Letters to the Editer", the Vancouver Daily Province of 20 May 1953. 


“Don't Condewn ALL Deukhebors" 
Sirs .. 


“Boukhobor affairs have deen receiving a great deal’ of attention from the public 
‘and press in recent weeks and they have been causing a great deal of concarn to the 
government, the soap ea who live in the hate aot, am to the different — 
| sections of the e thenselves, 


wy sates Cahsigh tae Ag at We ae een aes 
a should not be done in the Kootenay area, I am convinced that the police have tried 


"In addition, gis bor must sympathize with the state of mind of those who live in 
the Kootenay area. Nothing ts or can be more wearing than to live in a gate of 
uneertainty about: the sscurity of one's property and the chanes of personal injury. 


"Sut here again the only chance for relief lies in every assistance being given to 
the police to bring hone to criminals their responsibility for their acts, The govern 
ment hae strengthened the details in those areas ee ee ee 
is being taken that the @ can take, 


"At @ time like this, when feeling runs high high, and for very understandable reasons, 
at de pertioularly important not t not to all Douthobara togethis The independent 


Doukhobor's and the Cerbhodox ve @ long reeed of cooperative and weful 
service with the Gmadian comamity. 

"Even the erity of the Sons of Freedom, though their behavicr and mental outlook 
Secuacet 4 aia ais as ee ie val ed frac eworeaking 
om oa sane o are their promote Jaw-bre. 
viclence and diecerd; and the reat of us are their game when we al , 
Doukhobors with then. That is what the re went. They want to 


reject all the. Doukhobors, 86 thet they can kta disaffected leedership fer the 
_ tetal. group, . 


"In this situation, therefore, may I ence more urge the desirability ef avoiding 
the use of such words as "Doukest as a catch-all, ‘The more we ean identify the indivie 
dual sections of the Doukhobor faith, the more we will be doing justice to many goed 
Lama ding people and the more we will frustrate the efforts of law-breakers to take 

over Leadership, 


"On behalf of the Consultative Comittee on Doukhobor Affairs I would Like to 
axpress cur thanks for the general caution with which stories involving Doukhobors 
ave treated by the press, I would also like to say that the efforts of the press a 
physi between the Sons of Freedom and other Doukhobors, whanever possible, is 

me Ayreeeee by the vast ago of Doukhobors themselves. 


: G. C, ANDREW 
DIO/IBAD Rezort No. 29 Rages, Cminatny omttten 
etg...of ¥ncl__G)...... UBC," 
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